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This help page will aid you by explaning how to navigate through 
this document using the provided navigational/viewing aids. 


Bookmark Window Items 


The items on the bookmark window (found in the column 
on the left) are the items you are going to use to navigate 
through this document. This window not only provides 
navigational aids, but also shows the contents of this 
document at a glance*. The items between the two dashed 


D ----Tools & Aids---- 
D Go to the Index 

D Go to Next Page 

D Go Back One Page 


D Find lines are the primary tools you will use. Each item’s 

D Find Next function is self-explanatory. Simply move the mouse 

D Zoom to... pointer over that item and click to perform the item’s 

D Goto a Specific >, stated action. Clicking on any of the items below the 

D Print Pages second dashed line will bring you to a specific page. For 
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example: if you click on the item titled “Bridgeman 
D Quit Pen. . or Party 


Crossguard TL-30”, you will move to this safe’s first page. 
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D Cover 
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D Intr, Pages 3-7 
ed D = 1 KIDE om 
DB Amsec TL-15 Square Door 
D Armor TL-15 Square Door 
DB Baum Cast lron Fire Safe 
D Bridgeman Crossquard TL-30 
D Cary Cast Iron Fire Safe 
D Cast lron Fire Safe 


*Note: Not all the bookmark window items are shown in 
the sample image to the left of this text. You must use the 
scroll bar along the right side of the bookmark window to 
scroll down to view the items not on screen. 
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This book is written by a locksmith for locksmiths. It is not for sale 
or distribution to the general public, or to members of any trade 
other than locksmithing. 


©1999 Dave McOmie. All rights reserved. No portion of this 
book may be reproduced by mechanical means or otherwise 
without written permission from the author. 
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Printed in the U.S.A. 
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Dave McOmie or the National Publishing Company for any 
damages which may have been done to any property, public or 
private, by those using this book as a guide to vault opening. 
Extreme care must always be used when opening a locked 
vault. Depending on the circumstances, some of the methods 
described herein may have to be modified to avoid damaging a 
vault or any part of its locking mechanism. Although every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure accuracy of all the 
information in this book, no liability shall be accepted by the 
publisher or the author in case of inaccuracy. 
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— Introduction — 


Wiser to the world of bank vaults. And welcome to a book devoid of drill points — there 
are no drill points in this book. | could not in good conscience put drill points in a book 
devoted to the bank vaults that house America’s trillions. So you are going to have to deduce your 
own drill points. Truth is, this omission will help separate cracksmen into two categories: those 
potentially competent to drill a bank vault, and those not yet competent to attempt the ultimate. 


There is nothing quite like the feeling of swinging open a bank vault door. For some of us, it is 
about the only remaining (non-sexual) activity that produces a genuine adrenaline rush. But it is 
important not to get in over your head. Bank vault openings in active banks are highly stressful. 
By the time you show up at the bank, the vault has been locked up for some time, and believe me, 
Mr. Banker is going to try and transfer his tension onto you. In such a situation, time is of the 
essence. So before you even think about placing yourself on the hot seat and putting a hole in 
someone's beloved vault door, sit down, relax, and read Dave’s Five Cardinal Rules. 


Rule #1: Stay Cool. A small error in judgment can lead to very a big problem. If you 
have even the slightest doubt about being able to keep a cool head under pressure, 
pass the job to someone else. Your heart will appreciate it. 


Rule #2: Make sure your troubleshooting skills are first-rate. If you cannot 
distinguish a lock malfunction from a boltwork malfunction, pass the job to 
someone else. The bank will appreciate it. 


Rule #3: Make sure you are appropriately equipped. Bank vaults cannot be properly 
attacked without the right tools. If you don’t have first-rate drilling equipment, 
plenty of bits, high-quality borescopes and a I50W light source, pass the job to 
someone else. 


Rule #4: Plan your attack carefully. There are many possible locking arrangements. 
You do not want to risk making a huge mess of the vault door and an enemy of the 
banker. If you cannot identify the door and are not familiar with the lock and 
boltwork arrangement, pass the job to someone else. 


Rule #5: Before you drill, think about the repair. If the hole is going to be outside 
the dial ring, should you strip the stainless before drilling? Or do you have the ability 
to weld stainless and make the penetration invisible? And if you don’t have the 
ability, have you bid the job high enough to afford to hire a welder to come in and 
repair the stainless? Think these things through carefully before you accept a job. 
When you are done, there should be virtually no visible sign that the vault door has 
been drilled. 


Much less stressful are those openings in former banks, where the new tenant wants to use the 
vault room but the door is locked. These are almost always lost combinations, and most of the 
time no one is breathing down your neck in a panic to get the vault open. In these types of 
openings we can relax the rules a little. Just a little. Good luck. 
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Both S&G vault locks are indirect-drive, with actual wheel center above spindle center. 
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There is a large 
glass plate under the 
bedplate on which 
the combination 
locks are mounted. 
Attached to the 
glass are cables 
which control four 
external relockers. 
Note: These are 
safe locks, not vault 
locks. Notice that 
the locks in a LH 
American are 
mounted RH, while 
the locks in a RH 
American are 
mounted LH! 


Bank Vaults - 7 


8 - Dave McOmie 


There is a large 
glass plate under 
the bedplate on 
which the 
combination locks 
are mounted. 
Attached to the 
glass are cables 
which control four 
external relockers. 
Note: These are 
safe locks not vault 
locks. Notice that 
the locks in a LH 
American are 
mounted RH, 
while the locks in a | 
RH American are | 
mounted LH! 
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Yep, those are safe locks instead of vault locks in this vault. 
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There is a separate 
glass plate under 
each lock. 
Attached to each 
glass plate is a cable 
controlling an 
external relocker. 
There are a total of 
two external 
relockers in this 


The Uppermost LaGard safe 
lock (not vault lock) and the 
| uppermost external relocker. 


ae 


A lhe lowermost LaGard safe 
lock (not vault lock) and the 
lowermost external relocker. 
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The relocker. 
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> 
Both S&G vault locks are 
indirect-drive, with actual 
wheel center to the side 
of spindle center. 
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Both vault 
locks are 
indirect-drive, 
with actual 
wheel center 
to the side of 
spindle 
center. 
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Note: The LH door 
uses RH-mounted 
vault locks. 


Both S&G vault 
locks are indirect- 
drive, with actual 
wheel center to the 
V side of spindle center. 
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Note: The RH door 
uses LH-mounted 
vault locks. 


> 


Both S&G vault locks 
are indirect-drive, with 
actual wheel center to 
the side of spindle center. 
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Peerless dial. 
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WV Peerless lock. 
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Both vault locks are 
indirect-drive. On the 
upper lock, actual 
wheel center is below 


spindle center. On the 

lower lock, actual 

wheel center is above 
V spindle center. 
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These are indirect- 
drive vault locks. 
Notice that the 
locks ina RH 
Diebold 140 are 
mounted LH, while 
the locks in a LH 
Diebold 140 are 

WV mounted RH! 
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These are indirect- 
drive vault locks. 
Notice that the 
locks in a LH 
Diebold 140 are 
mounted RH, while 
the locks ina RH 
Diebold 140 are 

V mounted LH! 


Diebold 140}Senies\(E H) 
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Both indirect-drive 
locks are controlled 
by one push-pull 
dial. On the upper 
lock, actual wheel 
center is above 
spindle center. On 
the lower lock, 
actual wheel 
center is below 

V spindle center. 
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The locks are 
V direct-drive. 
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Both locks are 
V = direct-drive. 
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DieboldiBasic (2H) 


Both locks are 
Vv direct-drive. 
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Both locks are 
VW direct-drive. 
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Diebold AdvancediBasic 
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Diebold Advanced Basici(Electric) 
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Both locks are 
VW direct-drive. 
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Diebold Rotary, WV edgelock 
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A Locked. One lock is 
true right hand and 
the other is true left 
hand. 


Unlocked. The 
LaGard vault locks 
are direct-drive. 
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Both indirect-drive locks 
are controlled by one 
push-pull dial. On the 
upper lock, actual wheel 
center is above spindle 


center. On the lower lock, 


actual wheel center is 
V below spindle center. 
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Diebold Rortaavaule\(LH) 
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Both indirect- 
drive locks are 
controlled by 
one push-pull 
dial. On the 
upper lock, 
actual wheel 
center is above 
spindle center. 
On the lower 
lock, actual 
wheel center is 
below spindle 
center. 
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The 
S&G 
vault 
locks 
are 
direct- 
drive. 


ee 


Diebold 
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The S&G vault locks 


W are direct-drive. 
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Diebold Facemaker 


The S&G vault 


WV locks are direct-drive. 
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Diebold Racemaker(L H) 
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The S&G vault 
locks are 
direct-drive. 
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Both indirect-drive 
locks are controlled 
by one push-pull 
dial. On the upper 
lock, actual wheel 
center is above 
spindle center. On 
the lower lock, 
actual wheel center 
is below spindle 

V center. 
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The LaGard vault 
locks are both 
indirect-drive. On 
the upper lock, 
actual wheel 
center is below 
spindle center. On 
the lower lock, 
actual wheel 
center is above 
spindle center. 
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Dieboldihitan (RIGt) 


What looks like a 

dial at the right is 

actually a vault 
V ventilator. 
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The locks 
are direct- 
drive. 
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The true LH 
direct-drive vault 
locks are 
mounted LH. 
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Gross 
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Both S&G vault 
locks are indirect- 
drive. On the 
upper lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, actual 
wheel center is 
below spindle 

v center. 
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Both S&-G 
vault locks 
are indirect- 
drive. On the 
upper lock, 
actual wheel 
center is 
above spindle 
center. On 
the lower 
lock, actual 
wheel center 
is below 
spindle 
center. 
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Both S&G vault 
locks are indirect- 
drive. On the 
upper lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, actual 
wheel center is 
below spindle 

Vv center. 
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The locks are 
V indirect-drive. 
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There is no 
boltwork handle on 
this door. The bolts 
are thrown and 
retracted by an 
automatic bolt 
actuating device, 
which is controlled 
by the timelock. 


1 - 7 
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Herring-Hall-MarnvinyAutomatic (LH) 
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The locks are 
WV indirect-drive. 
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The locks are 
V indirect-drive. 
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Herring-Hall=Mianvint 
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There is a large 
glass plate under the 
bedplate on which 
the combination 
locks are mounted. 
These are safe 
locks, not vault 

V locks. 
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Internationalll’eSabre 


There is a large glass plate under the bedplate on which the vault locks are mounted. Both S&G vault locks are 
indirect-drive. On the upper lock, actual wheel center is above spindle center. On the lower lock, actual wheel 
center is below spindle center. 
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The locks are 
VW indirect-drive. 
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Both locks are 
indirect-drive and 
are mounted RH. 
As to the maker of 
these unusual 
looking locks, | 

V haven't a clue. 
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The locks are 
indirect-drive. 
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The locks are 
V indirect-drive. 
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Notice that the 
direct-drive 
vault locks in 
this RH 
Kumahira 
International II 
are mounted 
LH, while the 
direct-drive 
vault locks in a 
LH Kumahira 
International II 
are mounted 


RH! 


Kumahira Internationallll((RH) 
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Kumahira International II (LH) 
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Kumahira Wr acceeatt EH) 
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Notice that the direct-drive vault locks in this LH Kumahira International II are mounted RH, while the direct- 
drive vault locks in a RH Kumahira International I] are mounted LH! 
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Those are safe | 
VY not vault locks. 
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Both vault locks are 
indirect-drive. On 
the upper lock, 
actual wheel center 
is below spindle 
center. On the lower 
lock, actual wheel 
center is above 
spindle center. 
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Both S&-G 
vault locks 
are 
indirect- 
drive. On 
the upper 
lock, actual 
wheel 
center is 
below 
spindle 
center. On 
the lower 
lock, actual 
wheel 
center is 
above 
spindle 
center. 


Bank Vaults - 109 


110 - Dave McOmie 


Both S&G vault 
locks are indirect- 
drive. On the 
upper lock, actual 
wheel center is 
below spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 

V center. 
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Both S&G vault 
locks are indirect- 
drive. On the upper 
lock, actual wheel 
center is below 
spindle center. On 
the lower lock, 
actual wheel center 
is above spindle 

V center. 
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Both vault 
locks are 
indirect-drive. 
On the upper 
lock, actual 
wheel center 
is below 
spindle center. 
On the lower 
lock, actual 
wheel center 
is above 
spindle center. 
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Both S&G vault 
locks are indirect- 
drive. On the upper 
lock, actual wheel 
center is below 
spindle center. On 
the lower lock, 
actual wheel center 
is above spindle 

V center. 
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Both vault locks are 
indirect-drive. On 
the upper lock, 
actual wheel center 


is below spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 

Vv center. 
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Both vault locks are 
indirect-drive. On 
the upper lock, 
actual wheel center 
is below spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 

V center. 
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Both vault locks are 
indirect-drive. On 
the upper lock, 
actual wheel center 
is below spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 

Vv center. 
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> 
Both vault locks 
are indirect- 
drive. On the 
upper lock, 
actual wheel 
center is below 
spindle center. 
On the lower 
lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 
center. 


Relockers are in 
the fired 


position. 
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Both vault locks are 
indirect-drive. On 
the upper lock, 
actual wheel center 
is below spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, actual 
wheel center is 
above spindle 

Vv center. 
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Both vault 
locks are 
indirect- 
drive. 
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Both locks are 
indirect-drive and 
mounted RH. 
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The Yale 027-1/2 is 
an indirect-drive 
lock. The handle 
rotates only 1/8 
rotation clockwise 


MERE WESTON 
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Both locks are 
V indirect-drive. 
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Both locks are 
VW indirect-drive. 
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Both locks are 
VY indirect-drive. 
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Both locks are 
V indirect-drive. 
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Mosler ponemyeciMiLH) 


The Mosler 402 
safe locks are 


V mounted LH. 
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Both S&G vault locks 
VW are indirect-drive. 
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The Mosler 
402 safe 
locks are 
mounted 


VD. 
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The LH S&G vault 


Vv locks are direct-drive. 
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The Mosler 1830 
series vault locks are 
W both mounted VU. 
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Mosler Magna 


The Mosler 1830 
series vault locks 
are both mounted 


VU. 


(EE Atomatic) 
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Both are indirect-drive 
Mosler 1830 RH 
locks, but one is 
mounted RH and the 
other LH. This means 
that one lever is on top 
and the other is on 
bottom. Actual wheel 
center is below dial 
center on one lock and 
above dial center on 
the other. Very 

V unusual. 
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166 - Dave McOmie 


The Mosler 402 locks 
WV are mounted VD. 


Bank Vaults - 167 


168 - Dave McOmie 


The indirect-drive 
vault locks are 
V mounted VD. 
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170 - Dave McOmie 


Mosler American-Gentury 


The uppermost 402 
is mounted VD. The 
lowermost 402 is 
mounted VU. 
Beware drilling for 
the fence, as you 
may sever the 

V relocking cable. 
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172 - Dave McOmie 


The Ilco safe locks are both mounted RH. Optional (large) glass pl 
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Bank Vaults - 173 


Both vault locks 
are indirect-drive. 
On the upper 
lock, actual 
wheel center is 
below spindle 
center. On the 
lower lock, 
actual wheel 
center is above 
spindle center. 
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176 - Dave McOmie 
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The Yale lock is 
V indirect-drive. 


Bank Vaults - 177 


178 - Dave McOmie 


The Yale lock is 
V indirect-drive. 
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Both S&G vault 
locks are indirect- 
drive. On the upper 
lock, actual wheel 
center is above 
spindle center. On 
the lower lock, 
actual wheel center 
is below spindle 

V center. 


Bank Vaults - 181 


182 - Dave McOmie 


Both locks are 
indirect-drive, true 
LH vault locks 
mounted LH. On 
the upper lock, 
actual wheel center 
is below spindle 


Bank Vaults - 183 


184 - Dave McOmie 


There is no 
boltwork 
handle on this 
door. The 
bolts are 
thrown and 
retracted by 
an automatic 
bolt actuating 
device, which 
is controlled 
by the 
V timelock. 


i 


Bank Vaults - 185 


186 - Dave McOmie 


The Yale locks are 
WV indirect-drive. 


Bank Vaults - 187 


188 - Dave McOmie 


The old S&G vault 


WV locks are indirect-drive. 
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